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FEE EXEMPT

J. MARTIN CIHIGOYENETCHE (State Bar No.293355)
INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES AGENCY
P.O. Box 9020
Chino Hills, CA 91709
(909) 993-1600
(909) 993-1985 Fax

Attorneys for INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES AGENCY

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

CHINO BASIN MUNICIPAL WATER
DISTRICT,

Plaintiffs,

V.

CITY OF CHINO, et al,

Defendants.

CASE NO.: RCVRS51010

Assigned for All Purposes to:

Hon. Gilbert G. Ochoa

JOINDER OF INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES
AGENCY TO CHINO BASIN
WATERMASTER'S REPLY IN SUPPORT OF
MOTION FOR COURT APPROVAL OF
CORRECTED AND AMENDED FISCAL
YEARS 2021/22 AND 2022/23 ASSESSMENT
PACKAGES AND OBJECTION TO
DECLARATION OF COURTNEY JONES

DATE: June 12, 2026
TIME: 11:00 AM
DEPT: R17

The INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES AGENCY ("IEUA"), hereby joins in China Basin

Watermaster's ("Watermaster") Reply in Support of Motion for Court Approval of Corrected and

Amended Fiscal Years 2021/22 and 2022/23 Assessment Packages and the concurrently filed Objections

to the Declaration ofCourtney Jones submitted in support of the city of Ontario's ("Ontario") Opposition

to Watermaster's Motion for Court Approval of Corrected and Amended Fiscal Years 2021/22 and
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2022/23 Assessment Packages ("Opposition"). While IEUA is not subject to China Basin assessments,

IEUA co-administers the Dry Year Yield Program ("DYYP") through a four-party contract with

Metropolitan Water District ("MWD"), Three Valleys Municipal Water District ("Three Valleys"), and

Watermaster. IEUA also serves as a member of the DYYP Operating Committee. Pursuant to its role in

support of the DYYP, IEUA offers the following contextual information in support of this Joinder.

I. ONTARIO'S PROPOSED ACCOUNTING SHIFT IS UNWORKABLE

Ontario continues to contend for the return of imported water previously extracted from the

MWD's DYYP storage account. (Opposition, at 17). Ontario states that it is not requesting the physical

return of extracted imported water to the MWD storage account. (Id.) Instead, Ontario proposes

Watermaster perform a "simple math and accounting exercise" which would increase the amount of

water held in the MWD storage account. (M) The functional difference between the two options is

unclear. Either way, Ontario's proposal is unworkable and contravenes the original DYYP agreements.

Ontario concludes that Watermaster controls storage under the DYYP, not the DYYP Operating

Committee. (Id.) This is inaccurate. The original DYYP agreement sets forth the specific duties of the

Operating Committee in relation to the MWD storage account, providing, in pertinent part, that the

Operating Committee shall "[p]roperly account for the amounts of all water stored and extracted and

submit a report of these amounts achieved for the Metropolitan Storage Account to the Watermaster and

Metropolitan on a monthly basis..." (See Ontario's Request for Judicial Notice in Support of

Opposition, Exhibit 32, Ex. A to the Declaration of Eddie Lin, p. 20 (enumerated p. 14 therein)). As

such, it is patently clear that neither Ontario nor Watennaster possess unilateral authority to alter the

amount of water stored in the MWD storage account. This authority is reserved expressly to the

Operating Committee under the DYYP agreements.

As a key requirement of Ontario's proposed assessment package reaccounting requires

Watermaster to exercise unilateral authority it does not possess, adoption of Ontario's proposal would

lead to an absurd result inviting serial litigation and potentially impacting entities absent from this

litigation. Any act to alter the amount of water stored in the MWD account, whether an increase or

decrease thereto, is delegated by contract to the Operating Committee. Ontario's proposal is a legal
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impossibility. Accordingly, IEUA joins in support of Watermaster's Reply and concurrently filed

evidentiary Objections.

Dated: June 5, 2026 INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES AGENCY

By:
/^^^^^>

J. MARTIN CIHIGOYENETCHE
Attorneys for
INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES AGENCY
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CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER
CaseNo.RCVRS51010

China Basin Municipal Water District v. City of China, et al.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I declare that:

I am employed in the County of San Bernardino, California. I am over the age of 18 years and not
a party to the action within. My business address is China Basin Watermaster, 9641 San
Bernardino Road, Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730; telephone (909) 484-3888.

On June 5, 2026, I served the following:

1. JOINDER OF INLAND EMPIRE UTILITIES AGENCY TO CHINO BASIN
WATERMASTER'S REPLY IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR COURT APPROVAL OF
CORRECTED AND AMENDED FISCAL YEARS 2021/22 AND 2022/23 ASSESSMENT
PACKAGES AND OBJECTION TO DECLARATION OF COURTNEY JONES

/X / BY MAIL: in said cause, by placing a true copy thereof enclosed with postage thereon
fully prepaid, for delivery by the United States Postal Service mail at Rancho
Cucamonga, California, addresses as follows:
See attached service list: Mailing List 1

/_/ BY PERSONAL SERVICE: I caused such envelope to be delivered by hand to the
addressee.

/_/ BY FACSIMILE: I transmitted said document by fax transmission from (909) 484-3890
to the fax number(s) indicated. The transmission was reported as complete on the
transmission report, which was properly issued by the transmitting fax machine.

/X / BY ELECTRONIC MAIL: I transmitted notice of availability of electronic documents by
electronic transmission to the email address indicated. The transmission was reported
as complete on the transmission report, which was properly issued by the transmitting
electronic mail device.
See attached service list: Master Email Distribution List

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true
and correct.

Executed on June 5, 2026, in Rancho Cucamonga, California.

By: Kirl^ Richard C. Dolar

Chino Basin Watermaster



PAUL HOFER
11248 S TURNER AVE
ONTARIO, CA 91761

JEFF PIERSON
2HEXHAM
IRViNE, CA 92603



China Basin Watermaster Master Email Distribution List

Contact Group Name: 01 - Master Email List
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